Year 1 Spelling Coverage

Statutory
Adding s and es to words (plural of
nouns and the third person singular
of verbs)

Guidance
If the ending sounds like /s/ or /z/, it is spelt as –s. If the ending

Example Words
cats, dogs, spends, rocks, thanks, catches

sounds like /ɪz/ and forms an extra syllable or ‘beat’ in the word, it is
spelt as –es.

Adding the endings –ing, –ed and –
er to verbs where no change is
needed to the root word

–ing and –er always add an extra syllable to the word and –ed
sometimes does.

hunting, hunted, hunter, buzzing, buzzed,
buzzer, jumping, jumped, jumper

The past tense of some verbs may sound as if it ends in /id/ (extra
syllable), /d/ or /t/ (no extra syllable), but all these endings are spelt –
ed.
If the verb ends in two consonant letters (the same or different), the
ending is simply added on.

Adding –er and –est to adjectives
where no change is needed to the
root word

As with verbs (see above), if the adjective ends in two consonant
letters (the same or different), the ending is simply added on.

grander, grandest, fresher, freshest, quicker,
quickest

Adding the prefix –un

The prefix un– is added to the beginning of a word without any
change to the spelling of the root word.

unhappy, undo, unload, unfair, unlock

Compound words

Compound words are two words joined together. Each part of the
longer word is spelt as it would be if it were on its own.

football, playground, farmyard, bedroom,
blackberry

Common exception words

Pupils’ attention should be drawn to the grapheme-phoneme
correspondences that do and do not fit in with what has been taught
so far.

the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says, are, were,
was, is, his, has, I, you, your, they, be, he, me,
she, we, no, go, so, by, my, here, there, where,
love, come, some, one, once, ask, friend, school,
put, push, pull, full, house, our – and/or others,
according to the programme used
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